Rimbach Hauptstrafe

Image on the left: Four Jewish commercial and residential buildings on what was then KaiserstraBe (now RathausstraBe). From left to right,
these were the homes of the families Leo Wetterhahn, Bernhard Weichsel (leather merchant), Jakob Westheimer, and Gustav Léb Weich-
sel/Hugo Weichsel families (only the top of the roof is visible; today’s KrummStubb restaurant). Image on the right: The same buildings as seen
from the market square; today’s KrummStubb restaurant is in the front right.

In RathausstraBe (formerly KaiserstraBe), there were
eleven Jewish houses. Until the mid-19th century, Rim-
bach’s Jewish residents mainly traded in agricultural
products (grain, flour, fruit, brandy, iron, leather and hi-
des). The cattle trade was predominantly in Jewish
hands.

From the second half of the 19th century onwards, sig-
nificant Jewish businesses and trading companies sha-
ped the economic life of the town (leather, wool,
fabrics, clothing, tobacco goods and stationery, agri-
cultural machinery, insurance and real estate). In addi-
tion, there were Jewish craftsmen such as tailors, ba-
kers, butchers, upholsterers, and others.

1. House of Leo Wetterhahn

The Wetterhahn family had lived at RathausstraBe 13
since 1820, where they ran a textile shop. Leo was se-
verely assaulted during November Pogrom. On 21
March 1942, he and his wife Ernestine were deported
from Rimbach via Darmstadt to the Polish transit
ghetto Piaski-Lublin and later murdered in an extermi-
nation camp. Their daughter Anneliese was killed in
Auschwitz in 1943 at the age of 22.

2. House of Bernhard Weichsel

Between 1790 and 1922, nineteen family lines of the
Weichsel family emerged in Rimbach, in which 118
children were born. The Isaak/Bernhard Weichsel fa-
mily had lived at RathausstraBe 11 since 1877. They
were engaged in cattle trading and sold shoemaking
supplies, hides and leather goods. Their son Ernst
Isaak emigrated to Palestine in 1933, and the rest of the
family emigrated to the United States in 1937.
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3. House of Jakob Westheimer

The Westheimer family had lived at RathausstraBe 9
since 1820. Jakob and his second wife Lina were de-
ported on 25 April 1942 to the Izbica transit ghetto near
Lublin in Poland, a transit station for the extermination
camps of the Holocaust, where they were murdered.
Jakob’s brother Gustav died in the Dachau concentra-
tion camp on 29 December 1938. Another brother, Sa-
lomon, was deported to Auschwitz on 1 March 1943
and likewise did not return. Only Jakob’s sons Julius
and Norbert were able to emigrate to France and New
Yorkin time. Their mother Fanny died in 1928 and is bu-
ried in the Jewish cemetery in Rimbach.

4. House of Gustav Lob Weichsel / Hugo Weichsel
Since 1903, the family of Gustav L6b Weichsel and
Hugo Weichsel had lived at RathausstraBe 7 (today’s
KrummStubb restaurant). The family traded in cattle,
furs and hides. Gustav Lob, his son Hugo and his wife
Tilla, as well as their sons Arthur Werner and Erwin,
were able to emigrate to Mexico in 1937 (see the infor-
mation board “Jewish class around 1932” at the Alte
Schule (old school)). Gustav Lob’s wife, Lina, had al-
ready died in 1920 and was buried in the Jewish ceme-
tery in Rimbach.

Image and information sources:

- Rimbach in the Odenwald — A journey through local history
edited by Karl-Ludwig Schmitt

- History of the Jews of Rimbach by Wolfgang Gebhard
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