
 

 
 

 

David David's oil mill 
 
 

 
 

The photo from 1943 shows Cilly Oppenheimer’s house on the left. She was the daug-
hter of Hermann and Bertha Oppenheimer and the sister of Johanna David. The old 
town hall can be seen on the right. Behind the two houses stood the oil factory of the 
so-called oil Jew David David. Only the chimney belonging to it, with a stork’s nest, is 
visible – it stood behind the factory.

 

On this site plan from 1922, the old town hall is 
marked at the top right and Cilly Oppenheimer’s 
house is marked in red below it. The chimney be-
hind the factory (view from Kaiserstraße) is not 
yet marked on the plan.

 
 

The David oil mill 
 

David David built an oil factory on 
the garden plot behind the Op-
penheimer house, including a 
hall, a chimney, and outbuildings 
(see the site plans of 1922 and 
1924). 
From an operational description 
of the oil factory of the Nilgen 
company, Neuss on the Rhine, 
dated 10 November 1924, we 
learn: 
 

“The plant projected for the Oden-
wälder Ölfabrik D. David company 
(Odenwald oil factory) in Rimbach 
i/Odw. involves the construction of 
an oil refinery which enables crude 
oils obtained by pressing plant pro-
ducts to be refined into oils suitable 
for human consumption, including 
salad oils, cooking oils, and for the 
production of margarine.” 
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Bahnhofstraße / Bismarckstraße 
 
In 1919, David David received all the 
machinery and working capital for 
the Odenwälder Ölfabrik from 
Nathan Altstädter (Weinheim), the 
brother of his mother-in-law Bertha 
Oppenheimer. The David oil mill was 
in operation from 1919 to 1935. 
 
 

 

 

Johanna and David David 
 

Johanna David, née Oppenhei-
mer, was born on 10 April 1891 in 
Rimbach, and her husband David 
David on 7 May 1886 in Reichels-
heim. The couple remained 
childless. David David was impri-
soned in Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp from 13 June 1941 to 
17 March 1942. On 21 March 
1942, he and his wife Johanna 
were deported from Brunnengas-
se 15 in Rimbach via Darmstadt 
(24 March 1942) to the Piaski 
transit ghetto near Lublin. It is li-
kely that both were murdered in 
one of the nearby extermination 
camps, Bełżec or Sobibór. 
 

Image and information sources: 
 

- Hessian State Archives in Darm-
stadt and Wiesbaden 
 

- Rimbach im Odenwald. A journey 
through local history edited by Karl-
Ludwig Schmitt 
 
 
 

 

Kaiserstraße / Rathausstraße  

Fürth, 10 December 
1924 
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