HISTORICAL JEWISH LIFE IN RIMBACH

Jewish cemetery in Rimbach

The beginnings in Rimbach

The Jewish community in Rimbach initially shared the
cemetery in Birkenau with the local Jewish population
there; itwas located south of the town. In 1845, the mu-
nicipal council purchased its own plot of land measu-
ring 2,390 square metres on Zotzenbacher Weg. Four
years later, in 1849, the new Jewish cemetery was es-
tablished there and enclosed by a wall.

Five burial sections

At the Rimbach cemetery, the deceased are buried
next to each otherin the order of their deaths. There are
five burial sections. From the left of the entrance to the
centre are the graves of the women. Above this area,
extending to the end of the cemetery are the graves of
married men. On the right-hand side of the entrance
are the graves of girls and unmarried women, while
boys and bachelors are buried in the upper right sec-
tion.

A special honorary row in the upper central section is
reserved for the men of the Kahn and Wetterhahn fami-
lies, who belonged to the priestly lineage.

Three symbols

1. The sign of the “blessing hands” appears on the gra-
ves of all the men of the Kahn and Wetterhahn families,
descendants of the priestly lineage.

2. The distinctive symbol of the “butterfly” is meant to
represent the transience of earthly life. It can be seen
on the gravestone of Karoline Kahn, the wife of Lob
Kahn.

3. Abroken column symbolises the early death of a per-
son. Such a column serves as a memorial on the grave
of Ludwig Hamburger, who died in 1897 at the age of
21.
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Behaviour at the Jewish cemetery

Male visitors are required to wear a head covering when
entering the Jewish cemetery. Floral decorations are
not customary in Jewish tradition; instead, small sto-
nes are placed on the grave markers.

Around 230 people are buried at the Rimbach ceme-
tery. The last burial was that of Hermann Oppenhei-
mer, the father of Cilly Oppenheimer and Johanna Da-
vid, née Oppenheimer. He presumably died on 22 Janu-
ary 1941 at the age of 83 and was buried the following
day. He has no designated burial section or gravestone.

The key to the cemetery is available at the town hall.
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www.juden-in-rimbach.de | www.rimbach-odw.de
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