
 

 
 

 

Jewish community in Rimbach 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left image: TG Rimbach gymnasts in 1931 from the commemorative publication 100 Jahre TG Rimbach (100 years of TG Rimbach). In 
the front left, there is the Jewish gymnast Ernst Kaufmann, who, like all other jewish members, was expelled in 1933. Right image: Fürth 
outdoor swimming pool; from left to right: Trude, Ludwig and Dr. Manfred Weichsel, and Adam Schmitt (later mayor).. 
 

The first Jews were presumably 
only allowed to settle in Rimbach 
after the Thirty Years’ War (1618–
1648). War, famine and plague had 
depopulated the town, leaving only 
a few inhabitants. When the com-
munity was repopulated, the 
Counts of Erbach welcomed  any-
one willing to make a new home 
here. The first Jew mentioned in 
oKicial records was “Mosche der 
Judt.” He lived at Brunnengasse 8 
from 1730 onwards. 
 

Jewish centre in Rimbach 
In 1828, Rimbach had 1,255 inhabi-
tants, of whom 129 were Jewish re-
sidents (10.3%). According to cal-
culations based on Jewish birth and 
death registers, the year 1861 
marked the highest proportion of 
Jewish inhabitants: 272 out of a to-
tal population of 1,721 (15.8%). 
During these years, the Jewish 
community of Rimbach was by far 
the largest in the Bergstraße dis-
trict. After 1861, the Jewish popula-
tion declined steadily as people 
migrated to urban areas. By 1933, 
only about 95 Jewish people were 
still living in Rimbach (4.3%). 
 

Rimbach as a centre of trade 
The Jewish residents of Rimbach 
played a significant role in the 

 

development of the town — 
through their work in trade and 
craftsmanship, but also through 
their social, cultural and political 
engagement (see also the board 
Residential and commercial buil-
dings of Jewish citizens). 
 

Integration and participation 
The Jewish community in Rimbach 
was liberal. Jewish residents saw 
themselves as Rimbacher, Hessi-
ans and as Germans. They were 
members of sports clubs, co-foun-
ded the Odenwaldklub (OWK), 
were active in the fire brigade and 
were also elected to the municipal 
council of Rimbach. Jewish citizens 
played a key role in establishing the 
Höhere Bürgerschule (higher civic 
school) / Realschule (secondary 
school), today’s school Martin-Lu-
ther-Schule (MLS), in 1887. The 
Jewish Löb-Kahn Foundation provi-
ded support to those in need, both 
Jewish and Christian alike. 
 

End of the Jewish community 
The once harmonious coexistence 
in Rimbach changed with the rise of 
National Socialism. As early as 
1931, 53% of the population voted 
for the NSDAP; its local group had 
been founded in 1930 by Protestant 
pastor Walther Anthes. The Jewish 

 

 
 

Rudolph Hamburger, a member of the Rim-
bach municipal council for 15 years; 
founding member of the volunteer fire bri-
gade; honorary member of both the volun-
teer fire brigade and the gymnastics associ-
ation (TG Rimbach). 
 

residents of Rimbach were humilia-
ted, boycotted, abused, perse-
cuted, arrested and expelled. 
Twenty-four of them were mur-
dered in concentration camps, one 
was driven to suicide. In 1942, the 
remaining nine Jewish residents 
were deported, bringing an end to 
the Jewish community after more 
than 200 years. 
 

Image and information sources:  
 

- History of the Rimbach Jews by Wolf-
gang Gebhard 
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