
 

 
 

 

Jewish class in Rimbach in 1921 
 

 
 

Image and information sources: Rimbach im Odenwald – A journey through local history edited by Karl-Ludwig Schmitt 
 
 

Back row, to the left of the teacher, from left to right: 
1. Reginald Plaut, born in 1912 in Rimbach, lived at Gymnasium-
straße 11 (formerly a department store). He emigrated to Montevi-
deo (Uruguay) in 1931. 
 

2. Heinz Hamburger, born on 14 November 1911, lived at Rathaus-
straße 8. He joined the volunteer fire brigade of Rimbach (hydrant 
truck) on 16 April 1931. Heinz fled to New York in 1937. 
 

3. Rosa (Rosi) Wetterhahn, born on 6 November 1911, lived at Rat-
hausstraße 13. She died in Rimbach on 8 May 1924. 
 

Center: Teacher Hähnlein 
 

Back row, to the right of the teacher, from left to right: 
4. Else Kaufmann, born in 1908, lived at Brunnengasse 3. She 
emigrated to the US on 6 September 1938. 
 

5. Sophie Kaufmann, born on 18 June 1909, lived at Staatsstraße 
47. She emigrated to Avigdor (Argentina) in 1937. 
 

6. Ernst Kaufmann, born in 1913, lived at Staatsstraße 47. From 
1926 until his expulsion in 1933, he was an active gymnast in the 
gymnastics club TG Rimbach. In April 1933, he was interned in the 
Osthofen concentration camp and fled to Avigdor (Argentina) on 16 
September 1936. 
 

7. Lothar Weichsel, born in 1911, lived at Rathausstraße 11. He 
emigrated to New York (US) in 1928. 
 

Standing behind Lothar Weichsel: 
 

8. Ernst Weichsel, born in 1909, lived at Rathausstraße 11. He 
completed his studies in dentistry in Munich in March 1933 and 
fled to Palestine in April 1933. 

 
 

Middle row, from left to right: 
9. Frieda Aschenbrand, born on 20 January 1911, lived at Fahren-
bacher Straße 11. She emigrated to Avigdor (Argentina) on 29 No-
vember 1937. Frieda died by suicide in 1960. 
 

10. Ernst Aschenbrand, born on 22 September 1912, lived at Fah-
renbacher Str. 11. Ernst was severely abused during the November 
Pogrom on 9 November 1938. From 2 to 7 December 1938, he was 
imprisoned in the Buchenwald concentration camp. Ernst hanged 
himself on 2 May 1939 in his home, presumably because he feared 
being arrested and sent to concentration camp again. 
 

11. Herta Kaufmann, born on 30 May 1912, lived at Brunnengasse 
3. She emigrated to Chicago (US) on 6 September 1938. 
 

12. Julius Weichsel, born in 1915, lived at Brunnengasse 6. In 
1937, he emigrated to New York aboard the SS George Washington, 
together with his future wife Julie Heimann. Julius died in 1984.  
 

13. Ilse Hamburger, born in 1915, lived at Rathausstraße 8. She 
emigrated to New York via Weinheim in 1932. 
 

Front row: 
14. Fred Oppenheimer, born on 15 May 1912, lived at Brunnen-
gasse 8. He emigrated to New York on 23 February 1934. His pa-
rents Klara and Isidor followed him in 1936. Fred ran a butcher 
shop in New York. He lived to the age of 97. 
 

15. Julius Westheimer, born in 1913, lived at Rathausstraße 9. He 
emigrated to France in 1933. 
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